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Troyes, but other chroniclers declare that the brethren were
outstanding by the simplicity and purity of their lives.
Hugh de Payens had returned to the Holy Land after that
Council in the expectation that the war against Islam would
be renewed, but the plans for a campaign which were dis-
cussed ^>n his arrival came to nothing. Most of the nobles
were too attached to their luxurious mode of life to change it
for the hardships of the field, and the Temple was left to make
raids into Moslem territory almost unsupported. An army
was raised by the king soon after the Master's return, but
it was used to fight the Christians of Antioch, not the
Moslems. After the withdrawal of Bohemund of the First
Crusade, Antioch had been governed until 1112 by Tancred,
who was succeeded by his cousin, Roger. On Roger's death
seven years later, Baldwin II assumed the regency until
1125, in which year the heir to the throne, Bohemund II,
came to the East. The new ruler married Alice, daughter
of Baldwin, but fell in battle in 1130. Antioch then
reverted to his child Constance, but Alice refused to sur-
render the territory and was supported in her defiance by
Pons, Count of Tripoli. Nor was she content with his aid.
Alice appealed to the Moslems to join forces with her against
Jerusalem. Her appeal was addressed to Zenghi, Atabeg
(or governor) of Mosul and at that time the most renowned
of the Turkish leaders. That a Christian woman should
ally herself with a Moslem in war against the King in
Jerusalem was bad enough, but such an alliance was
peculiarly hateful when that king was her father. Baldwin
acted energetically and soon defeated Alice. She was forced
to retire to Laodicea, which she possessed in her own right,
while the infant Constance was given in marriage to Raymond
of Poitiers, youngest son of William VII of Aquitaine. It
was thought that Raymond would prove capable of defend-
ing Antioch, but he turned out to be a reckless leader and a
rebellious subject.

